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District Navigation Systems Staff Officer 
Covering Aids to Navigation, Bridges, & Chart Updating Activity 

 

DSO-NS 11 (NR) BULLETIN NO. 2009-05 
 

Date:  June 2, 2009  

From:  DSO-NS 11(NR) 

To:  DCAPT-RBS, SO-NSs, & Aid Verifiers, for Immediate Action 

Info:  D11 (dpw), D11 (dpa-n), and EXCOM, Board & Staff 

Subject: DSO-NS Monthly Report 
 

SO-NS please see that each FSO-NS & Aid Verifier receives a copy of this bulletin.  

Copies can be downloaded at:    http:// aton.d11nuscgaux.info/aton_reports.html 
 

1.  A Big Congratulations to Division 4:   Division 4 completed their bridge 

assignments on time and also completed all their 54 assigned private aids to 

navigation. They did the private aids to navigation assignment four months ahead 

of the due date of September 30th.   This is the first time that all of the assigned 

bridges and private aids to navigation were completed this early in the year.  Again 

I would like to send my whole hearted congratulations to Division 4 for a job well 

done. 

 

2.  BRIDGE SURVEYS ARE OVERDUE.   I would also like to congratulate 

Division 6.  Division 6 & Division 4 were the only two Divisions that completed their 

Bridge Survey Reports and returning them on time.  The bridge survey reports were 

due by 31 May.  At this time we have only received 32 out of 49 bridge survey 

reports.  Eighteen reports are overdue. The Annual Bridge Surveys need to be 

completed by 31st so D11 (dpw) Bridge Section can notify the bridge owners so those 

repairs can be completed before the beginning of the heavy recreational traffic.   

 

Commercial operators such as the ship and tug captains, ferry captains, and San 

Francisco Bar Pilots, observe the major commercial bridges on daily bases and 

report discrepancies.  Even though we do Annual Surveys as a scheduled event, 

reporting bridge discrepancies should be year around process, which can be done by 

any Auxiliarist, traveling the waterways. 

 

The surveys can be done on an ATON Patrol under orders with your boat; by a Land 

Mobile Patrol under orders; or by using any non-reimbursable means of 

transportation as a mission.  Let’s get those bridge survey reports to ADSO-NS/B 

ASAP.  
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3. Navigation Systems Clarification of Chart Update Reporting Issue 
Recently, we received a complaint that the Power Squadron can report information about Aids to 

Navigation to NOAA.  We were asked why the Auxiliary is instructed not to make these reports.  

The reference was to the paragraph below from page 41 in the NS-CU02 Chart Updating 

Training Guide at http://www.uscgaan.com/chart_updating.htm  an explanation follows below: 
 

Not Reportable Charted Features 
 

Aids to 
Navigation 

 

Aids to Navigation problems are handled through the Federal Short Range Aid to Navigation 

program and the Private Aid to Navigation program.  Submit an NS-AN04 Aid to Navigation Report 

to your local C.G. Unit or agency that is responsible for the ATONs and PATONs in your area.  The 

local C.G. Unit will communicate with the District AN Office who will notify NOAA through notices 

and corrections published in the Notice to Mariners. 
 

First of all, if an aid, Federal or Private, is not listed in the Coast Guard I-ATONIS database, it 

will never be listed in the Light List or be charted by NOAA. The authoritarian source of 

information for NOAA is I-ATONIS and the main communication link to NOAA from the Coast 

Guard is the Local Notice to Mariners (LNM). 
 

You’re ATON or PATON discrepancy reports should be sent to the CG Unit that manages the 

aids in your AOR.  The CG Unit evaluates the discrepancy report and, if necessary, notifies the 

DPW (Department Prevention Waterways) in your District.  The DPW may decide to make 

corrections in the Coast Guard Aid to Navigation database I-ATONIS.  Entry to this database 

automatically generates entries to the LNM-Local Notice to Mariners.  NOAA uses the LNM as 

their authority to make changes to NOAA Charts. 
 

If NOAA receives input regarding aids to navigation from other sources, they must contact the 

Coast Guard who has to push the query back down the chain to the GC Unit to verify the issue 

before any change to an aid can be made on a NOAA chart. 
 

To reiterate, all updates of Short Range Aids to Navigation on NOAA Charts are now generated 

through I-ATONIS.  As indicated above, corrections usually originate from the CG ANT (Aid to 

Navigation Team) to the DPW (Department Prevention Waterways) in your District.  Once the 

update is reviewed and corrected in I-ATONIS, NOAA is notified through the LNM-Local 

Notice to Mariners which is automatically generated from I-ATONIS.  This is an authoritarian 

source for NOAA that they use to make corrections on NOAA charts.  You can view these 

changes as charted within a few weeks of their publication in the LNM via NOAA Charts on-line 

-viewer.  Links to these charts are available on the http://www.uscgaan.com.  Click on the 

“Special Links” button. 
 

Here are some other issues to look for when checking a Short Range Aid to Navigation.  These 

discrepancies are reportable as chart updates. 
 

a. The symbols and abbreviations for the aid on a NOAA chart are incorrect and 

are not a match to the Light List data.  Charted symbol and abbreviation errors are 

reportable as chart updates to NOAA. 
 

b. The name of the aid is not correct. Erroneous names are reportable as chart 

updates to NOAA 
 

c. The aid is not charted correctly.  Compare the latitude and longitude for the aid in 

the Light List to the charted latitude and longitude. When you observe a difference, 

report it as a chart discrepancy to NOAA. Do not confuse this error with an observed 

aid off-station discrepancy report that is always made to the Coast Guard. 
 

d. However, you’re on-scene GPS observation of the aid may add an additional error 

dimension.  Make all aid off-station reports to the Coast Guard, not NOAA. Also, you 

http://www.uscgaan.com/chart_updating.htm
http://www.uscgaan.com/
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may find situations where all three LAT/LONs for an aid--the observed, the Light 

List and the charted--are different. In these cases submit reports to both the Coast 

Guard and NOAA.  From a credibility viewpoint, include all of the quality data 

described in the “Guidelines for taking and reporting a Fix” on page 18 of the NS-

CU02 Chart Updating Training Guide in your report.  This training guide is 

available on the ATON Web Page at: www.uscgaan.com . 

 

Private Aids are a different story.  Many private aids are not charted and/or are not listed in 

the Light List.  In general, regulatory aids (Class III) are not listed in the Light List and are not 

charted.  In many cases, lateral private aids may be charted depending on the available space on 

the chart. Lateral private aids are usually published in the Light List.  Usually, fixed lighted 

private aids are charted and are listed in the Light List. 
 

Often, you will find a private aid that is not permitted.  In this case, these aids will not be listed 

on any Coast Guard or NOAA document.  The owner of the private aid must submit a permit 

application to the District (dpw) District Prevention Waterways to legalize this aid.  If the private 

aid is fixed, it also requires a permit from the USACE-Corps of Engineers. It is not enough to 

report the existence of a non-permitted private aid to the Coast Guard, you need to identify the 

owner of the aid in an unobtrusive manner so the Coast Guard can make a contact and advise the 

owner of the laws regarding private aids.  Follow your District guidelines for contacting owners 

of private aids.  In some areas, Auxiliarist volunteer and are trained to perform this service for 

the responsible CG Unit. 
 

Most private aids are now only permitted to municipalities such as harbormasters and to marinas, 

corporations and agencies of the local, State and the Federal Government. Usually, Auxiliarist 

who is familiar with an operating AOR does not have to make direct contact in order to identify 

the owners of non-permitted aids. 
 

Hopefully, you now understand why discrepancy reports about Federal Short Range Aids to 

Navigation and Private Aids should not be sent to NOAA.  In fact, it is useless to NOAA and it 

just causes extra work and cost which is certainly not what our mission is about If other 

organizations make such reports, it goes toward their credibility. NOAA has instructed the 

Auxiliary that they do not want these reports. 

 

Always keep our goals of Prevention, Accuracy, Credibility, Professionalism and 
Service to the Coast Guard in mind. 
 

 

4.   DATES OF CHART LATEST EDITIONS:  D11 Northern Region now 

has available 4 New Chart Editions for 2009.  We had only 2 New Chart Editions in 

2008.  See “Dates of Chart Latest Edition Table” for D11 Northern Region which is 

on page 8.  The traditional paper chart will be available in about 2 weeks. 
 
 

Chart Information 
 

Traditional 
 

Charts-on-Demand / RNC 

NUMBER TITLE SCALE 
 

ED. DATE 
 

ED. DATE 

 

18662 
Sacramento River Andrus 

Island to Sacramento 
40,000 

 
21 

Apr /05 
(NM:4/23/2005) 
(LNM:4/19/2005 

 
22 

May /09 
(NM:5/9/2009) 

(LNM:4/28/2009 
 

 

Charts with edition dates prior to those listed in the table on page 8 are obsolete for 

use in navigation and Chart Updating activities.   The date of a chart is of vital 

http://www.uscgaan.com/
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importance to patrol operations, aid verification and chart updating activities. 

When charted information becomes obsolete, further use of the chart for navigation 

may be dangerous.    Natural and artificial changes, many of them critical, are 

occurring constantly; and it is important that we in the Auxiliary use the most up-

to-date charts.  
 

The web address below is an excellent source for charts to attach to your Chart 

Updating, ATON discrepancy reports & Unauthorized PATON’s found because they 

these chart are always update.  
 

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/OnLineViewer.html 
 

NOAA Raster Navigational Charts are free on line.  Raster Navigational Charts 

(RNCs) via the Internet at http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov  and a list of 

certified RNC distributors is also available at the above Internet site.   Address 

questions to NOAA at http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/inquiry.aspx  
 
 

5.   Here we go again - Chart 18662 Latest Edition has the same Big 

New Changes as Chart 18661:  You will notice a big change in this New 

Edition of chart 18662 covering the Sacramento River, (Andrus Island to 

Sacramento.)   All Operational vessels, when you get this new chart, look it over 

very closely!   You will be very surprised because it only list 4 marinas. 
 

NOAA, Marine Chart Division issued a cartographic order (CO 002/05) and it is now 
being implemented.    Starting with 2009 charts it’s specifying that only small craft 
facilities that meet the following five criteria will be charted from now on:  
 

1. Open to the public.  
2. Sell gasoline or diesel fuel.  
3. Have a pump out facility.  
4. Have transient berths or moorings. 
5. Give an approach depth and an alongside depth.  
 

According to NOAA, Marine Chart Division if a small craft facility doesn't meet 
these criteria, they are of little value to the mariner and thus will not be included in 
the tabulation table on the chart.   Thousands of small craft facilities (marinas) 
have been removed from the tabulations table (includes the magenta numbers on 
the chart showing the marinas location) on the chart because they don't meet these 
five criteria.  
 

Chart 18662 has lost about 18 marina locations from the 21st edition to 22nd 

edition.  You can go the web address below and click on Pacific Coast and then click 

on chart 18662 and zoom in on the table on the right side of the chart.  You will see 

below only 4 marinas listed on the new edition of chart 18662. 
 

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/OnLineViewer.html 
 

The same thing will be happing to our other small craft facilities chart 18652 (San 

Francisco Bay to Antioch) and has already happened to chart 18661, Sacramento 

River & San Joaquin River.  Between Charts 18661 & 18662 we have lost 80 

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/OnLineViewer.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/inquiry.aspx
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/OnLineViewer.html
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marinas from the two charts.  Be prepared for these changes on the next edition of 

chart 18652. 
 

 

Chart 18662 facility tables from NOAA-On Line Viewer below. 

Note:  Only the 4 marinas listed below is now on the new edition of chart 18662. 
 

 
 

All Navigation Systems & Operational personal should be aware of this change.   It 

could affect your Patrol Operations, Aid Verifications and Chart Updating activities 

as well as your recreational boating. 
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6.  2009 AID TO NAVIGATON, BRIDGE, & CHART UPDATING ACTIVITY: 
D11 (NR) Aids to Navigation, Bridge, & Chart Updating Summary Report Table for 

Divisional ATON/CU activity.  Table covers all ATON, PATON, Bridge, & Chart updating 

reports received through June 1, 2009.   
   

2009 DIVISIONAL, BRIDGE, ATON, & CHART UPDATING SUMMARY REPORT 
Div. AIDS TO NAVIGATION BRIDGES PATONS Not 

Done 
2009 

AV A AI P U PI B BI AOR Done % AOR Done % 

1   43  5 3  3 3 100% 112 43 38% 69 23 

3    6  7  13 7 54% 43  0% 43 10 

4   54  2 2  2 2 100% 54 54 100% 0 7 

5 1  24  5 6 1 9 6 75% 106 23 22% 83 18 

6   80  50 2 2 2 2 100% 116 80 69% 36 8 

8      1  1 1 100% 4  0% 4 1 

10   8  9 4  10 4 40% 44 8 18% 39 11 

11        NA  - 89  0% 89 11 

12   28  11 7  9 7 78% 164 27 16% 137 12 

Total 1 0 237 6 85 32 3 49 32 67% 732 235 32% 497 101 

 2009-D11  
Chart Updating Year  

Jan 1, 2009 to Dec 31, 2009 

2009 NOAA-NOS  
Chart Updating Year  
Jan 1 to Mar 31, 2009 

2009 NOAA-NOS  
Chart Updating Year  

Apr 1, 2009 to Mar 31, 2010 

Div Reports 2nd Ob CUC Reports 2nd Ob CUC Reports 2nd Ob  CUC 

1          

3 4  277 1  277 3  ? 

4          

5          

6          

8          

10          

11          

12          

Total    1 0 277 3   

Total D11 Reports 1/1 through 12/31/09  4 Total NOAA CUC 4/1 to 3/31/09  3 

Total Aids to Navigation Reports 276 Total Members Submitting Reports  43 
Total Aids to Navigation in AUXINFO 85 85 out of 276 reports showing up in AUXINFO  31% 

Total Chart Updating Reports 4 A= ATON, P= PATON, B= Bridges, U= Unauthorized 

Total ATON & Chart Updating 280 NOAA-CUC=Charting Credit Points award by NOS to date.  

  We have started the 2009-2010 NOAA-NOS Chart Updating Year- April 1 through March 31. 
 We are in the D11NR Chart Updating Year-January 1 through December 31. 
 Note: The Red number under 2

nd
 Ob indicates secondary Chart Updating Observers. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Note: “ALWAYS submit a 7030 for all ATON, Bridge, & Chart Updating Activity.  Your work is not done until your 

7030 is in your FSO-IS hands.” “Always check AUXINFO for your ATON, Bridge, & Chart Updating activity. 
 If you don’t find your activity recorded and you have submitted the proper ANSC 7030, check with your FSO-IS 

or SO-IS for help.” 

 Note: Red numbers is the information from AUXINFO as of May 31, 2009 update. 

 

 

7. The New NS Forms now to be used:   The following new forms and  

worksheets are replacing the NOAA 77-5-Chart Updating Form & ANSC 7054-Aids 

to Navigation Report.  Note the web site where you can get these new forms.  You 

should start using these new forms right now.   They are listed below. 
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A.  For reporting discrepancies observed on Federal Short Range Aids to Navigation.  

 http://www.uscgaan.com/federal_aton's.htm 

NS-AN04 – AID TO NAVIGATION REPORT (2/17/09) – EXCEL – Use this format for reporting 

discrepancies observed on Federal Short Range Aids to Navigation to your CG ANT via DSO-NS. 

This form will be available for download from the National Forms Web Site. An EXCEL version is 

available on this site temporarily until the Navigation Systems Division web site is updated. 

NS-AN04a AID TO NAVIGATION REPORT (2/17/09) - Adobe - Field Explanations - This form is 

used to report discrepancies observed on aids to navigation, such as buoys, lights, day beacons, 

ranges, and electronic aids, which are owned or operated by Federal Government. 

NS-AN10 - ATON OBSERVATION WORKSHEET (02/17/09) - Click here for an EXCEL Format - 

Click here for an Adobe Format – Use this worksheet while on-scene collecting data about an aid. 

Data fields are provided for all of the necessary pre-underway and on-scene reviews. Simply check off 

any observed discrepancies. This worksheet is referenced to the revised “NS-AN04 – ANSC 7054 Aid 

to Navigation Discrepancy Report.” This worksheet is available on page 45 of the “NS-AN02 – 

Federal Short Range Aid to Navigation Study Guide”. 
 

B. For Chart Updating Forms and Worksheets: 

 http://www.uscgaan.com/chart_updating.htm 
 

NS-CU03-Chart Updating Form (EXCEL) - This form is directed at Chart Updating and Coast Pilot 

correcting. The (locating or Fixing) LAT/LON fields and depth fields have been expanded to include 

the necessary quality control reporting requirements associated with these operations.  Space is 

provided for a task statement, comments and observations, and a final recommendation to NOAA 

based on the evidence reported.  Also, there is a place on this form for ordering a NOAA Nautical 

Chart.  However, be sure to note the rules associated with ordering and receiving free charts. This 

form is temporarily available in EXCEL until it is programmed in Adobe and added to the National 

Forms Web Site. 
 

NS-CU03A-Chart Updating Form Field Explanations (Adobe) - This is a brief explanation of each 

field on the CU03-Chart Updating Form. This document is temporarily available until it included on 

the NS-CU03-Chart Updating Form. 

 

C. SMALL CRAFT FACILITY Forms 

 http://www.uscgaan.com/small_craft_update.htm 

NS-SC03 - SMALL CRAFT FACILITY WORKSHEET (02/08/09) – EXCEL format or ADOBE format 

was designed solely for Small Craft Facility reporting.  Space is provided for recording every detail of 

the SCF interviewing process.  Also, there is a place on this form to order a NOAA Nautical Chart.  

The SCF Worksheet is the document that is forwarded to NOAA (through the DSO-NS) with all the 

required attachments. It is available on the SCF Web Page on the Navigation Systems Web Site. 

NS-SC04 - SMALL CRAFT FACILITY WORKSHEET FORM EXAMPLE (02/08/09) – EXCEL format 

or ADOBE format – Review this example of the SCF Worksheet to see how this worksheet is 

prepared.  This training tool is available on the SCF Web Page on the Navigations systems Web site. 

Use it as a handout at Chart Updating training workshops. 

NOTE Reference #5 above-NOAA, Marine Chart Division issued a cartographic order (CO 002/05) 
 

James B. Duncan, DSO-NS 11(NR) 

dvc.on@comcast.net  
 

“All auxiliary vessels when underway should be checking all 
 Aids to Navigations for any type of Discrepancy  

and also be checking the Charts & Shoreline for any type of Charting Errors  
as well as providing update reports on Small Crafts Facilities in their AOR” 

http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/Federal/NS-AN04-AID%20TO%20NAVIGATION%20%20REPORT%20(02-17-09).xls
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/Federal/NS-AN04a-AtoN%20Report%20-%20Field%20Explanations%20%20(02-17-09).pdf
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/Federal/NS-AN10-AID%20OBSERVATION%20WORKSHEET%20(01-17-09).xls
http://www.auxmdept.org/Documents/Active/PDFs/NSDocs/NS-AN10-AidObservationWorksheet-17JAN2009.pdf
http://www.auxmdept.org/Documents/Active/PDFs/NSDocs/NS-AN02-FederalShortRangeAidsToNavigationStudyGuide-17JAN2009.pdf
http://www.auxmdept.org/Documents/Active/PDFs/NSDocs/NS-AN02-FederalShortRangeAidsToNavigationStudyGuide-17JAN2009.pdf
http://www.uscgaan.com/chart_updating.htm
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/CU/NS-CU03-Chart%20Updating%20Form%20(02-18-09).xls
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/CU/NS-CU03a-Chart%20Updating%20Form%20Field%20Explanations%20(02-18-09).pdf
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/CU/NS-CU03-Chart%20Updating%20Form%20(02-18-09).xls
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/SCF/NS-SC03-Small%20Craft%20Facility%20Program%20Worksheet%20%20(02-08-09).xls
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/SCF/NS-SC03-Small%20Craft%20Facility%20Program%20Worksheet%20%20(02-08-09).pdf
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/SCF/NS-SC04-Small%20Craft%20Facility%20Program%20Worksheet%20Sample%20Report%20(02-08-09).xls
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/SCF/NS-SC04-Small%20Craft%20Facility%20Program%20Worksheet%20Sample%20Report%20(02-08-09).pdf
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/SCF/NS-SC04-Small%20Craft%20Facility%20Program%20Worksheet%20Sample%20Report%20(02-08-09).pdf
http://www.uscgaan.com/cd/SCF/NS-SC04-Small%20Craft%20Facility%20Program%20Worksheet%20Sample%20Report%20(02-08-09).pdf
mailto:dvc.on@comcast.net
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DATES OF CHART LATEST EDITION TABLE 
In D11 Northern Region June 1, 2009 

Chart No. Chart Scale Edition No. Last Update 

18600  196,948 14 Jan 26,2002 

18601 40,000 14 Feb 2007 

18602 40,000 12 Apr 2003 

18603 40,000 16 Dec 2002 

18605 15,000 12 Mar 2003 

18620  200,000 23 Jun 2002 

18622 25,000 54 Apr 2006 

18623 40,000 11 Jun 4, 2001 

18626 40,000 15 Sep 16, 2000 

18628 10,000 8 Nov 27, 1999 

18640  207,840 25 Aug 2005  

18643 30,000 17 Apr 2003 

18645  100,000 26 Sep 2008 

18647 40,000 16 Mar 2009 

18649 40,000 66 Feb 2009 

18650 20,000 55 Dec 2007 

18651 40,000 44 Apr 2006 

18652 SC 40,000:80,000 34 Sep 2007 

18653 20,000 10 July 2005  

18654 40,000 44 Jan 2008 

18655 10,000 59 Oct 2006 

18656 40,000 55 Sep 2006 

18657  10,000 19 Nov 2005 

18658 10,000 31 Sep 2007 

18659 10,000 15 Sep 2004 

18660  20,000 3 Sep 2005 

18661 SC 40,000 30 Mar 2009 

18662 SC 40,000 22 May 2009 

18663 20,000 6 Apr 2006 

18664  20,000 12 Aug 26, 2000  

18665  40,000 11 Aug 2004 

18666 10,000 1 Nov 24, 2001 

18667  20,000 12 Aug 26, 2000  

18680  210,668 31 Jun2005 

18682 20,000 14 Nov 2003 

18685 50,000 33 Sep 2005 

18686 40,000 13 Jul 17, 1999 

18700  216,116 22 Jul 2003 

18703 40,000 25 Jul 2003 

18704 20,000 13 May 2004 

Coast Pilot  Volume 7 41 Jan 2009 

 


