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District Navigation Systems Staff Officer 
Covering Aids to Navigation, Bridges, & Chart Updating Activity 

 

 

DSO-NS 11 (NR) BULLETIN NO. 2009-07 
 

 

Date:  August 3, 2009  

From:  DSO-NS 11(NR) 

To:  DCAPT-RBS, SO-NSs, & Aid Verifiers, for Immediate Action 

Info:  D11 (dpw), D11 (dpa-n), and EXCOM, Board & Staff 

Subject: DSO-NS Monthly Report 
 

 

SO-NS please see that each FSO-NS & Aid Verifier receives a copy of this bulletin. 

Copies can be downloaded at:    http:// aton.d11nuscgaux.info/aton_reports.html 

 
1.    A Request from the D11 (dpw) Bridge:   D11 (dpw) Bridge Section has 

made a request to the Auxiliary for sharp and clear digital photographs of all bridges as 

you approach the bridge from up and down stream.  These photographs must be taken 

from a boat as you approach straight on to the bridge and not from shore.  
 

2.    Make Photographs Really Work For You:  Kevin Redden, BC-MNB. 

We’ve all heard the mantra that “a picture says a thousand words”. When reporting an 

aid or bridge discrepancy or chart updating we must convey the issue we observe in the 

field to a person sitting in an office who in many cases has never seen the aid, bridge or 

chart updating that we are reporting on. We have to be able to draw a mental picture in 

that person’s mind of the problem we are observing.  This is where photographs are 

invaluable. 
 

In reporting discrepancies however, there is an easy way to make a picture speak two 

thousand words!  By simply putting the photograph into PowerPoint, and adding 

captions and arrows, the story we are trying to tell jumps right off the page, letting the 

reader know exactly what we are trying to report. 
 

Here is a photograph below that was part of a bridge discrepancy report in Newport 

Harbor. It’s a perfect example of the “Before” and “After” pictures attached to 

discrepancy report. The “Before” picture was what an observer had sent in, and then 

followed up with a phone call to describe the numerous discrepancies he had observed. I 

copied the photo to PowerPoint, cropped out unneeded scenery and then added the 

captions and arrow that really told the story of the problems observed. When this 

picture reached the district bridge office, it really drew attention to the problems. 
 

Using PowerPoint to add emphasis to discrepancy photos is not only an easy way to 

enhance your photos to really tell their story, but this procedure can also be used to 

great benefit with any photographs being used for member training 
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Here is an example of a bridge report that was received from a member of First 

Southern who was recently traveling in Narragansett Bay in First Northern.  It 

illustrates how best to document problems observed on a bridge using a digital camera 
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3.  2009 AID TO NAVIGATON, BRIDGE, & CHART UPDATING 

ACTIVITY:   SO-NS, Note the difference between AUXINFO & what D11 
(dpw) has received.  Question is why the disparity? 
D11 (NR) Aids to Navigation, Bridge, & Chart Updating Summary Report Table for 

Divisional ATON/CU activity.  Table covers all ATON, PATON, Bridge, & Chart 

updating reports received through August 3, 2009.   
   

2009 DIVISIONAL, BRIDGE, ATON, & CHART UPDATING SUMMARY REPORT 
Div. AIDS TO NAVIGATION PATON’s BRIDGE’s 2009 

AV’s A AI P U PI AOR CHECK %  
Done 

STILLTO 
DO 

AOR Check %    
Done 

1   86  30 112 77 69% 35 3 3 100% 23 

3   38 6 14 43 32 74% 11 13 11 85% 15 

4   54  2 54 54 100% 0 2 2 100% 6 

5 2 4 30  5 106 29 27% 77 9 9 100% 18 

6 2 2 100 8 164 116 100 86% 16 2 2 100% 8 

8   3   4 3 75% 1 1 1 100% 0 

10  8 19  9 44 19 43% 25 10 10 100% 11 

11  8 17  9 89 17 19% 82    11 

12   65  18 164 64 39% 100 9 9 100% 12 

Total 4 22 412 14 254 732 395 54% 337 49 47 96% 104 

 2009-D11  
Chart Updating Year  

Jan 1, 2009 to Dec 31, 2009 

2009 NOAA-NOS  
Chart Updating Year  
Jan 1 to Mar 31, 2009 

2009 NOAA-NOS  
Chart Updating Year  

Apr 1, 2009 to Mar 31, 2010 

Div Reports 2nd Ob CUC Reports 2nd Ob CUC Report
s 

2nd Ob  CUC 

1          

3 4  277 1  277 3  ? 

4          

5          

6          

8          

10          

11          

12          

Total    1 0 277 3   

Total D11 Reports 1/1 through 12/31/09  4 Total NOAA CUC 4/1 to 3/31/09  3 

Total Aids to Navigation Reports 478 Total Members Submitting Reports  64 
Total Aids to Navigation in AUXINFO 284 284 out of 478 reports showing up in AUXINFO  59% 

Total Chart Updating Reports 4 A= ATON, P= PATON, B= Bridges, U= Unauthorized 

Total ATON & Chart Updating 482 NOAA-CUC=Charting Credit Points award by NOS to date.  

 Note: Red numbers is the information from AUXINFO as of August 3, 2009 update. 
 

 We have started the 2009-2010 NOAA-NOS Chart Updating Year - April 1 through March 31. 
 We are in the D11NR Chart Updating Year - January 1 through December 31. 
 Note: The Red number under 2

nd
 Ob indicates secondary Chart Updating Observers. 

 

 Note: “ALWAYS submit a 7030 for all ATON, Bridge, & Chart Updating Activity.  Your work is not done 
until your 7030 is in your FSO-IS hands.” 

 “Always check AUXINFO for your ATON, Bridge, & Chart Updating activity.   If you don’t find 
your activity recorded and you have submitted the proper ANSC 7030, check with your FSO-IS or 
SO-IS for help.” 
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4.   DATES OF CHART LATEST EDITIONS:  D11 Northern Region has 

available 4 New Chart Editions in 2009.  We had only 2 New Chart Editions in 2008.  

See D11 Northern Region “Dates of Chart Latest Edition Table” on page 7.  The 

traditional paper chart will be available in about 2 to 4 weeks after on line and print-on-

demand release date. 

 

Charts with edition dates prior to those listed in the table on page 7 are obsolete for use 

in navigation and Chart Updating activities.   The date of a chart is of vital importance 

to patrol operations, aid verification and chart updating activities. When charted 

information becomes obsolete, further use of the chart for navigation may be dangerous.    

Natural and artificial changes, many of them critical, are occurring constantly; and it is 

important that we in the Auxiliary use the most up-to-date charts.  

 

Keep your charts up to date via the latest Local Notice to Mariners between new 

editions.  

 

5. First Repeater NAVIGATION SYSTEMS DIVISION NEW FORMS SUMMARY 
 

The National Navigation Systems Division has updated forms used in the ATON, 

PATON & Bridge programs.  They are replacing the old ANSC 7054-Aid to Navigation 

Report which has become inadequate to meet the needs of the USCG in the high speed 

electronic age.   In the Eleventh District they should make it easier & faster for any 

member to report any and all discrepancies information found on aids to navigation and 

Bridges.  These new forms are designed in Excel to be completed on your own computer 

and attached to an e-mail to the DSO-NS to be forwarded to appropriate USCG Unit 

with 24 hours of observation.  This information can’t wait on regular mail which has 

taken days and even a week or more to arrive.  All members will still report any Critical 

discrepancy (CG Light Listed Aids) via radio or cell phone to Sector or CGSTA ASAP.   

All coxswains & aid verifiers should download them to their computer for future use 

when needed.   The Aid Verifiers will still use D11 PATON Sheet and Bridge Survey 

forms for their annual verifications and surveys.  All these can be forms downloaded 

from the temporary National Navigation Systems web site http://wwwuscgaan.com.  

Just click on the follow program buttons. 

 

a.  Federal ATON’s Button “NS-AN04 - Aid to Navigation Report" 

b.  Federal ATON’s Button “NS-AN10 - Aid Observation Report” 

c.   Private ATON’s Button “NS-PN04 - Private Aid to Navigation Report” 

d.  Private ATON’s Button “NS-PN07 - Non-Permitted Paton Field Report” 

e.  Bridges Button “NS-BP03 - Bridge Survey Report” 

 

A.  NS-AN04 - AID TO NAVIGATION REPORT 

 

The “NS-AN04 - Aid to Navigation Report" form is the replacement for ANSC 7054 - Aid 

to Navigation Report, which is currently on the National Forms Web Site. This is the 

replacement for that form. 

 

Any Auxiliary member can use this new form to report Discrepancies to Federal (USCG) 

aids to navigation throughout the year. 

 

This new version is programmed in EXCEL.  Drop-down menus and information blocks 

on most fields have been added in order to eliminate the need for the user to have to 

reference a guide or manual in order to understand what data is required in the field.  I 

http://wwwuscgaan.com/
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believe that this eliminates the need for an attached procedure. It's your call. We have one 

ready to go, if you want it.  There is no need to stock this form. 

 

This EXCEL form is currently protected but there is no security code. It should be easy to open 

and make any needed adjustments. 

 

This form meets the “Professionalism” Navigation Systems Division goal by providing capability 

for entering data on-line or after downloading the form to the Auxiliarist home computer.  It also 

meets our goals of providing stand-alone forms that provide drop-down menus and information 

blocks for the user. The next generation of this form is to add transmittal capability and possibly 

a way to develop reporting capability to AUXDATA.  

 

B.  NS-AN10 - AID OBSERVATION WORKSHEET 
 

The “NS-AN10 - Aid Observation Report” form is a new form.  Simply, it is a download form that 

is printed out by the user’s home computer and used for recording observations on-scene at 

either a Federal or private aid. 

 

All Auxiliary members and Aid Verifies should carry this new form on your vessels & land 

mobiles to report Discrepancies to Federal (USCG) aids to navigation throughout the year. 

 

There is no need to stock this form.  It is OK to convert this form to ADOBE since it is not 

updated on line.  The data is converted onto a NS-AN04 - AID TO NAVIGATION REPORT and 

reported to the Coast Guard. 

 

 C.  NS-PN04 PRIVATE AID TO NAVIGATION REPORT. 
 

The “NS-PN04 - PRIVATE AID TO NAVIGATION REPORT” is a new form.  

 

Any Auxiliary member can use this new form to report Discrepancies to known private aids to 

navigation throughout the year. 

 

This new version is programmed in EXCEL.  Drop-down menus and information blocks on most 

fields have been added in order to eliminate the need for the user to have to reference a guide or 

manual in order to understand what data is required in the field. This form is similar to the NS-

AN04 AID TO NAVIGATION REPORT except that it has a specialized section for reporting 

owner information for Non-Permitted Aids. 

 

There is no need to stock this form. 

 

This EXCEL form is currently protected but there is no security code. It should be easy to open 

and make any needed adjustments. 

 

This form meets the “Professionalism” Navigation Systems Division goal by providing capability 

for entering data on-line or after downloading the form to the Auxiliarist home computer.  It also 

meets our goals of providing stand-alone forms that provide drop-down menus and information 

blocks for the user. The next generation of this form is to add transmittal capability and possibly 

a way to develop reporting capability to AUXDATA.  

 

 D.  NS-PN07 NON-PERMITTED PATON FIELD REPORT 
 

The “NS-PN07 - NON-PERMITTED PATON FIELD REPORT” is a new form.  

 

Aid Verifiers use this new form to report unpermitted private aids to navigation throughout the 

year. 
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This new version is programmed in EXCEL.  Drop-down menus and information blocks on most 

fields have been added in order to eliminate the need for the user to have to reference a guide or 

manual in order to understand what data is required in the field. Since “Non-Permitted” aid 

requires special owner information and normally come in groups, this form was developed to 

accommodate the multiple entries. 

 

This form should not be stocked. 

 

This EXCEL form is currently protected but there is no security code. It should be easy to open 

and make any needed adjustments. 

 

This form meets the “Professionalism” Navigation Systems Division goal by providing capability 

for entering data on-line or after downloading the form to the Auxiliarist home computer.  It also 

meets our goals of providing stand-alone forms that provide drop-down menus and information 

blocks for the user. The next generation of this form is to add transmittal capability and possibly 

a way to develop reporting capability to AUXDATA.  

 

E.  NS-BP03 BRIDGE SURVEY REPORT 
 

The “NS-BP03 - BRIDGE SURVEY REPORT” is a new form.  

 

All Auxiliary members use this new form to report Bridge Lights & Fender Discrepancies 

throughout the year. 

 

This new version is programmed in EXCEL.  Drop-down menus and information blocks on most 

fields have been added in order to eliminate the need for the user to have to reference a guide or 

manual in order to understand what data is required in the field. Since Bridges have their own 

special list of potential discrepancies, this form was developed to accommodate these special 

entries. 

This form should not be stocked. 

 

This EXCEL form is currently protected but there is no security code. It should be easy to open 

and make any needed adjustments. 

 

This form meets the “Professionalism” Navigation Systems Division goal by providing capability 

for entering data on-line or after downloading the form to the Auxiliarist home computer.  It also 

meets our goals of providing stand-alone forms that provide drop-down menus and information 

blocks for the user. The next generation of this form is to add transmittal capability and possibly 

a way to develop reporting capability to AUXDATA.  

 
 

James B. Duncan, DSO-NS 11(NR) 

dvc.on@comcast.net  
 

ñAll auxiliary vessels when underway  
should be checking all 
 Aids to Navigations  

for any type of Discrepancy  
and also be checking the 

 Charts & Shoreline  
for any type of Charting Errors  

as well as providing update reports on  
Small Crafts Facilities 

 in their AORò 

mailto:dvc.on@comcast.net
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DATES OF CHART LATEST EDITION TABLE 
In D11 Northern Region August 3, 2009 

Chart No. Chart Scale Edition No. Last Update 

18600  196,948 14 Jan 26,2002 

18601 40,000 14 Feb 2007 

18602 40,000 12 Apr 2003 

18603 40,000 16 Dec 2002 

18605 15,000 12 Mar 2003 

18620  200,000 23 Jun 2002 

18622 25,000 54 Apr 2006 

18623 40,000 11 Jun 4, 2001 

18626 40,000 15 Sep 16, 2000 

18628 10,000 8 Nov 27, 1999 

18640  207,840 25 Aug 2005  

18643 30,000 17 Apr 2003 

18645  100,000 26 Sep 2008 

18647 40,000 16 Mar 2009 

18649 40,000 66 Feb 2009 

18650 20,000 55 Dec 2007 

18651 40,000 44 Apr 2006 

18652 SC 40,000:80,000 34 Sep 2007 

18653 20,000 10 July 2005  

18654 40,000 44 Jan 2008 

18655 10,000 59 Oct 2006 

18656 40,000 55 Sep 2006 

18657  10,000 19 Nov 2005 

18658 10,000 31 Sep 2007 

18659 10,000 15 Sep 2004 

18660  20,000 3 Sep 2005 

18661 SC 40,000 30 Mar 2009 

18662 SC 40,000 22 May 2009 

18663 20,000 6 Apr 2006 

18664  20,000 12 Aug 26, 2000  

18665  40,000 11 Aug 2004 

18666 10,000 1 Nov 24, 2001 

18667  20,000 12 Aug 26, 2000  

18680  210,668 31 Jun2005 

18682 20,000 14 Nov 2003 

18685 50,000 33 Sep 2005 

18686 40,000 13 Jul 17, 1999 

18700  216,116 22 Jul 2003 

18703 40,000 25 Jul 2003 

18704 20,000 13 May 2004 

Coast Pilot  Volume 7 41 Jan 2009 

 

 


